




Statistics on volume of days of restricted activity and bed disabil-
ity and days lost from work and school, by age, sex, place of
residence, family income, coIor, usual activity status, employment
status, industry, and occupation. Based on data collected in house-
hold interviews during 1971.
DHEW Publication No. (HRA) 74-1517





National Center for Heaith Statistics
Rockville, Md. June 1974
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Disability days, United States, 1971.
(United States. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital and health statistics. Series 10:
Data from the National Health Survey. Data from the Health Interview Survey, no.90)
(DHEW publication no. (HRA)74-1517)
1. Sick leave–United States. 2. School attenclancc-United States. 1.. ‘ritle. II. Series. ,
III. Series: United States. Dept. of Health, Education, and Welfare. bHEW publication n(l.
(HR.4) 74-1517. [DNLNI: W2A N148vj no. 4 etc.] RA407.3..A346 no. 90 [HD5115.2.
U5] 312’.0973s
ISBN 0-8406 -0000-3 [31?.3’09731 74-8775





PHILIP S. LAWRENCE, SC.D., Deputy Director
DEAN E. KRUEGER, Acting Associate Director for Anaiysis
GAIL F. FISHER, Associate Director for the Cooperative Health Statistics System
ELIJAH L. WHITE, Associate Director for Data Systems
IWAO M. MORIYAMA, Ph. D., Assockzte Director for International Sfatistica~ Programs
EDWARD E. MINTY, Associate Directorfor Management
ROBERT A. IS MEL, Associate Director for Operations
QUENTIN R. REMEIN, Associate Director for Program Development
PHILIP S. LAWRENCE, SC.D., Acting Associate Director for Research
ALICE HAYWOOD, Information Ojficer
DIVISION OF HEALTH INTERVIEW STATISTICS
ROBERT R. FUCHSBERG, Director
RONALD W. WILSON, Chief, Analysis and Reports Branch
KENNETH W. HAASE, Chief, Suruey Methods Branch
COOPERATION OF THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Under the.legislation establishing the National Health Survey, the Public
Health Service is authorized to use, insofar as possible, the services or facili-
ties of other Federal, State, or private agencies.
In accordance with specifications established by the Health Interview Sur-
vey, the Bureau of the Census, under a contractual arrangement, participates
in most aspects of survey planning, selects the sample, and collects the data.
Vital and Health Statistics-Series 10-No. 90
DHEW Publication No. (HRA) 74-1517
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 74-8775
CONTENTS
Page
Summary -“” ----- ------------------------ ------------- ”-- -“-----” -----
Source and Limitations of Data --------------------- -- ” - ” ---------------
Disability Days ------------------------- ----------- .----.----”-- -------
Sex, Age, and Place of Residence -- ”---- --------------------- ------- --
Geographic Region, Sex, and Age ------------------------ -------------
Family Income, Sex, and Age --------------------- -------------- ------
Color, Sex, and Age -------- ------------------------ -----------------
Usual Activity, Sex, and Age ------- ------- “------ --------------------
Employment Status, Sex, and Age -------------- ----.-- -------------- --
Industry, Occupation, Sex, and Age ------- -------------- ------- --------
Comparison With Data For Earlier Years ------------------------ --------
Related Series 10 Publications ------- ------- ------ ------------------ ----
Disability Days --------------- --------------------- ------- ----------
Current Estimates ------- --.---- --------------------- -------------- -
Acute Conditions -------------- -----.- -------------- -------------- --
List of Detailed Tables -------. -------------- -------------- --- ”--- -------
Appendix 1. Technical Notes on Methods -------------------- ”--- -------
Background of This Report -------------- ------- -------------- ------- -
Statistical Design of the Health Interview Survey -----------------------
General Qualifications -------------- --------------------- ------- ----
Reliability of Estimates ---------------------- ------- -------------- ---
Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts ------------------------
Appendix H. Definitions of Certain Terms Used in This Report -----------
Terms Relating to Disability -------------- “------ ------- -- ”---- ------
Demographic Terms --------------------- ------- -------- .--”-- ------




























Data not available -----------------------
Category not applicable ------------------
Quantity zero - - - - ---- -. -- -- - - - - -- - -- -- --
Quantity more than O but less than 0.05----
Figure doesnot meet standards of
reliabilityor precision (more than30






Mary H. \\TiIderand Alice h’.Pearson, Division of Health Interview Statistics
SUMMARY
Data are presented in this report on the total
number and annual rates per person for disabil-
ity days experienced by the civilian, noninstitu-
tionalized population for 1971. Disability days
included are restricted-activity days, bed days,
work-Ioss days, and school-Ioss days. A day of
restricted activity is defined as a day on which a
person reduced his normal activities for the en-
tire day because of illness or injury. Bed days,
work-loss days, and schooI-Ioss days are included
in the total number of restricted-activity days.
Demographic characteristics used to described
the persons ~vith disability days are age, sex,
place of residence, geographic region, famiIy in-
come, usual acti~’ity, color, employment status,
qd for the currenily employed population, in-
dustry and occupation.
Previous reports of data from the Health In-
terview Survey on disability days are pubIished
for JuIy 1961-June 1962, July 1963June 1964,
July 1965-June 1966, and January-December
1968 in l’ital and Healtil Statistics, Series 10,
Numbers 4, 24, 47, and 67. Data on work-loss
days for the currently employed during 1968 are
discussed in Series 10, Number 71. Summary
data from July 1965-June 1966 and January-
December 1968 are ako shown in this report for
comparative purposes.
The following statements summarize the
data contained in this report:
1. Approximately 3.2 billion days of re-
stricted activity were reported by the
civilian, noninstitutionalized population
intervielved in the Health lnter~’ieu~ Sur-








of 15.7 days per person per year. About
1.2 biIIion days, or an average of 6.1
days per person, were spent in bed be-
cause of iIIness or injury. School-age chil-
dren, 6-16 years old, Iost 250 million
days from school for health reasons. This
was an average of 5.5 days per chiId. III-
ness or injury caused 396 million days
lost from work, or an average of 5.1 days
per currently employed person per year.
The rate of disability days increased with
age.
The rates of disability were higher in the’
female population than in the male.
Persons Iiving on a farm in nonmetropol-
itan areas averaged fe~t’er days of disabil-
ity than did those li~ing in other residen-
tial areas.
Persons living in the South and \\’est
Regions had more restricted- activity
days per person during the year than did
persons living in other regions. Residents
of the South Region ako averaged more
bed disability than did persons in other
regions.
Rates of disability days were inversely
reIated to income. As the family income
increased, the number of disability days
per person per year decreased.
\\~hitepersons averaged fewer days of re-
s t ricted activity. bed disability, and
~vork-loss than dld aI1 others.
The usualIy working population and
persons 17 years and over going to
school had lower disability-day rates
than did persons in other uswd activity
groups, ~vhereas the retired population
1
contributed heavily to the overall disabil-
ity rates.
9. Among persons in the labor force, those
currently employed had lower rates of
disability than did those not currently
employed.
10. Persons currently employed in the min-
ing industry had the highest rates of dis-
ability of all industry groups.
11. Persons employed as private household
workers had the highest rates of re-
stricted activity and bed disability
among the occupation groups, whereas




Information about the short-term disabling
effects of illness or injury was obtained from
household interviews in the Health Interview
Survey of the National Center for Health Statis-
tics. These household interviews were conducted
in a probability sample of the civilian, noninsti-
tutionalized population of the United States.
The sample was so designed that interviews were
conducted each week in a representative sample
of the Nation’s households by trained personnel
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. During the 52
weeks in 1971 the cumulative weekly samples
included about 44,000 households containing
about 134,000 persons living at the time of the
interview.
This is the first detailed report from the
Health Interview Survey in which the disability-
day data were collected on a person basis. Prior
to July 1968 this type of data was collected for
each specific condition a person reported. These
data were then summed, deleting any overlap-
ping days, to produce person days of disability.
(Eor comparative details of the two types of col-
lection procedures, see Vital and Health Statistics,
Series 2, Number 48.)
A description of the statistical design of the
survey, the methods of estimation, and general
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys
are presented in appendix I. Since estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of
the population rather than on the entire popula-.
tion, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore particular attention should be directed to
the appendix I section entitled “Reliability of
Estimates. ” While the sampling errors for most
of the estimates are of relatively low magnitude,
where an estimated number or the numerator or
the denominator of a rate or percentage is small,
the sampling error may be high.
Certain terms are defined in appendix H.
Many of these terms have specialized meanings
for the purpose of the survey; therefore the
reader is advised to familiarize himself with
these definitions.
The questionnaire used during the 1971 data
year is illustrated in “Current Estimates from
the Health Interview Survey, United States,
1971” (Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10,
Number 79). The questions used to obtain the
number of disability days may be found in ap-
pendix III of this report. Bed days, work-loss
days, and school-loss days involved no additional
computation for estimating the number per per-
son. However, restricted-activity days were cal-
culated by summing bed days, work- or school-
ioss days which were not considered to be bed
days, and ‘any other days when a person cut
down his usual activity for as much as a day.
Annual estimates of disability days were de-
rived from the responses to the questions shown
in appendix III by appropriate weighting of the
2-week estimates. (See appendix I for informa-
tion on the estimating methods. ) The ]procedure
of conducting the household interviews contin-
UOUSIy in successive weekly probability y samples
eliminated seasonal bias from these data.
Tables 27-33 present the basic estimates of
the U.S. population on which the data for dis-
ability are based.
DISABILITY DAYS
Sex, Age, and Place of Residence
During the 12-month collection period
January-December 1971, an estimated total of
3.2 billion days of restricted activity was experi-
enced by the civilian, noninstitutionalized popu-
lation of the United States (table 1). This repre-
sents an average of 15.7 days per person during
2
the year (table 2). A day of restricted activity is
defined as a day on which a person reduced his
norm.~1 activities for the entire day as a result of
illness or injury. A restricted-activity day may
also be a day of bed disability if the person
spent all or most of the day in bed because of
illness or injury. Also, a day of restricted activity
may represent time lost from work or school. A
day on which a currently employed person was
absent from work because of illness constitutes a
day of work loss. Similarly, absence from school
for a person aged 6-16 years is considered a day
lost from schooI, since the schooI-age population
is restricted to these ages.
During 1971 the popuIat~on experienced an
average of 6.1 days in bed b.~cause of illness or
injury (tables 3 and 4). Currently employed per-
sons 17 years and over had a rate of 5.1 days
Iost from work per person (table 5). Children in
the schooI-age population, 6 16 years old, were
absent from school an average of 5.5 days per
child as a result of illness or injury (table 6).
Table A shows that females had more days
of disability than did males for each type of
disability measure presented in this publication.
Although person days of disability generaIly in-
creased with advancing age for both sexes, fe-
males had more person days of restricted activ-
ity than did maIes for each age group with the
exception of the age group under 15 years,
where the rates were simiIar (figure 1). Compari-
son by sex and age for bed disability produces
essentially the same pattern. Use of the sex
Table A. Days of disability per person per year, by type of dis-
ability and sex: United States, 1971
sex
Restricted Bed Work Schoo[
activity disability 10ss1 10ss2
I Days of disability per person per year






Male ... . .. . ... . .. ...
Female . .. . .... . .. .. I :~~i:$1~1 ::
9 r I 1
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Figure 1. Number of restrictad+ctivity and bed-disability days
per person per year, by sex and age.
iatiol shows that the largest difference in the
rates for males and females was during the child-
bearing years (15-44) ‘and that the difference is
greater for bed disability among this age group
than is shown for the ratio of restricted activity.
Ratios of age-specific disability-day rates experi-
enced by females to the rate for males are shown
below:
Age
Under 5 years .... . . .... . . .. ...
5-14 years ..... .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .
15-24 years .... .. .. .. .. .... . ... . .
2544 years .. ... ... . .. .. .. . ... . ..
45-74 years . . .. ... . . .... . . ... . ..









Among the currently employed population, time
lost from work increased until age 45. There was
a sex differential in work-loss days for the age
groups 17-24 and 25-44 (figure 2). Older work-
ers of both sexes reported approximately the
same number of days per person of time Iost
from work due to illness or injury.
1The age-sp CIe “fit rate for females divided by the age-
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Figure 2. Number of days lost from work par currently employed
person per yaar, by sex and age.
Table B shows the various types of disability
days per person per year by place of residence
and sex. The overall rates for each type of dis-
ability w-ere approximately the same for persons
Table B. Days of disability per person per year, by place of res-




Both sexes .. .. . ..
Male .. .. . ... . ..... . . .... .. .... .
Female . . ... .. .. ... .. ... . .....
Bed disability
Both sexes . .... ..
Male . . ..... . .. ..... .. ...... . . ..
Female .. . ... ... .... .. .. . . .. ..
Work IOSS1
Both sexas . ... ...
Male . .. .. ... . . .... . .. .... .... ..
Female . .. .. .... .. .. ... . .. .. ..
School 10SS2
Both sexes .... .. .
Male ..... . .... .. .. ... ... .. .. .. .
Femala .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. .....
Place of residence
x





































residing in each of the three places of residence.
Age-sex adjustment of rates of restricted activity
and bed disability to the age distribution of the
civilian, noninstitutionalized population of the
United States did not substantially change the
rates for persons not living on farms (table C).
Likewise, age-sex adjustment of rates of work-
10SS among the currently employed population
produced rates similar to the unadjusted rates.
Work-loss rates were age-sex adjusted to the age
distribution of the currently employed popula-
tion. The restricted-activity rate was reduced
considerably for the farm population when the
rate was age-sex adjusted.
Among persons living in metropolitan areas
and those living outside metropolitan areas but
not on farms, females experienced more re-
stricted-activity days and bed-disability days
than did males. This same pattern appears to
exist among farm residents, but due to the rela-
tively small size of the farm population this sex
differential may be attributed to sampling
variability.
Table C. Unadjusted and aga-sex adjusted rates per person par
year of restricted activity, bed disability, and work loss,
by place of residence: United States, 1971
Placa of residence
Type of disability
(unadjusted end Cutside SMSA
adjusted) SMSA
Nonfarm Farm
Restricted activity Days of disability per person per yaar
Unadjusted ... .... . ... ... . .. 15.6
Age-sex adjusted . . .. .. . 15.7
Bed disability
Unadjusted ... .. .. .... .. .. ..
Age-sex adjustedl .. .. ..
Work 10ss2
Unadjusted . .. .... .. .. .... . .

















1Adjusted to the age distribution of the civilian, noninstitu-
tionalizeci population of the United States, “1971.
2Rates are for the ~urrently employed population 17 years
12Currently employed persons 17 years and over.
and over and are age-sex adjustad to the age distribution of the
Persons 6-16 years.
civilian, noninstitutiona lized currently employed population 17
years and over of the United States, 1971.
Geographic Region, Sex, and Age
When the number of restricted-activity days
during 1971 is distributed by geographic region,
the highest rate is found in the West Region
(tables 1 and 2), a rate of 17.6 days per person.
This is consistent with data that appear in previ-
ous reports on disability and is also consistent
with other 1971 Health Interview Survey find-
ings which indicate that the incidence rate of
acute ihess and injury is highest in the West.
The South Region had the next highest rate of
restricted activity with 16.6 days per person,
and the Northeast and North Central Regions
had lower rates of 14.8 days and 14.2 days, re-
spectively. The excess in rate of restricted activ-
Table D. Days of disability per parson per year, by geographic




Both sexes . . ...... ..
Male .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .
Female .. .... .... .. .. .. ... ..
Bed disability
Both sexes . . .. ..... .
Male . . ...... .. .. .... .. .. .... .
Female ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ....
Work IOSS1
Both sexes ... .. .. ...
Male . .. .. . ... ... . ... . .... . . ..
Female .. .. .... .. . ..... .. .. .
School !0SS2
Both saxes ... .. .... .
Male ..... .. ...... .. .. .... .. . .
Female . . .. .... .. .. . .... . .. .
Geographic region
Iortheast North South West
Cent ral




















































ity for the West occurred primarily among
persons under age 25.
In each region the average number of re-
stricted-activity days was higher for females than
for males (tabIe D). This sex differential was
greatest in the West Region, where females ex-
perienced an average of 19.5 days of restricted
activity compa-ed to 15.6 days for males (a dif-
ference of 3.9 days), and lowest in the North
Central Region, where the rates were 15.1 days
for females and 13.3 days for males (a difference
of 1.8 days).
The average number of bed days per person
during 1971 was highest in the South Region
and lowest in the North Central Region (tables
3-4). The age and sex patterns for each region
.
resembled those for restricted activity.
The annual number of days lost from work
per currentIy employed person was higher in the
South and Northeast Regions than in the other
regions (table 5). In the hlorth Central Region
there was no appreciable difference between the
sexes in average time lost from work. In the
Table E. Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted rates per person oar
year of restricted actwity, bed disabdmy, and work loss, by





Unadjusted . . .... . . .... .
Age-sex adjusted..
Bed disability
Unadjusted .... .. . .... .
Age-sex adjusted l..
Work IOSS2






Central South I West
I 1 I

























1Adjusted to the aga distribution of the civilian, noninstitu-
tionalized population of the United States, 1971.
*Rates are for the currently employed population 17 YearS
and over and are age-sax adjusted to the age dktribution of the
civilian, noninstitutionallzed currently employed population 17
years and over of the United States, 1971.
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other three regions, females averaged about one
more work-loss day per year than did males.
Children 6-16 years of age living in the
South and North Central Regions had a lower
average reported number of school-loss days
than did children in the other two regions (table
6). Only in the Northeast was there an apprecia-
ble sex differential in absence from school for
health reasons.
Age-sex adjustment of the rates by geo-
graphic region did not change the rates substan-
tially (table E).
Family Income, Sex, and Age
The rates of restricted-activity days, bed
days, and work-loss days were inversely related
to family income {tables 7-11 and table F). The
income of a family is defined as the combined
income of all related persons living in a house-
hold. Generally, as the annual income of the
family increased, the average number of days per
person on which normal activity was restricted
for health reasons decreased. Bed disability fol-
lowed a pattern similar to that of restricted ac-
tivity. As famiIy income level rose, the annual
number of work.loss days per currently em-
ployed person also declined. The rate of work
loss days for workers with family incomes of less
than $3,000 was more than twice as high as that
for workers with family incomes of $15,000 or
more.
Although the relationship of increasing in-
come and decreasing rates of restricted activity




Both sexes . .. .. .... .. .. .... .. ... ... .. .
Male .. ..... ... .. .... .. . ... .. .. . ..... .. .. .... ...
Female ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. ..
Bed disability
Both sexes . .. .... ... ... .. . .. ..... .. .. .
Male .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... .... .. .. ...
Female . .. .... .. .. ... .... . .... .. .. .... .. ... ...
Work IOSS1
Both sexes .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... .
Male . .. . ... .. . . .. ... .. . ..... . .. .... .. .. ... ... . .
Female .... .. .. .... .. .. .... . . .. .. .... .. .... .. .
School 10SS2
Both sexes . .. .... . ... .... . .. ..... .. .. .
Male . ... ... .... .. .. .. .. ... . .... .. . .. ... ... ... ..
Female . .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ....
Family income
Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000
$3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more




























































J_5.6 4.64.9 4.56.3 4.7
;Currently employed persons 17 years and over.
Persons 6-16 years.
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&d bed disability is observed for both males and
females, the larger sex differences in rates occur
among persons with less than $3,000 income
and among those with $10,000 or more. Rates
are higher for females than males in these in-
come groups. There is no difference in work-loss
days for males and females by income except
among persons in the category $15,000 or more,
where females have more work-loss than males.
Although there is an apparent difference in rates
in the lowest income group (less than $3,000),
this difference may be attributed to sampling
error.
The age composition of each family income
group explains part of the inverse relationship
between the rates of disability days and the
amount of family income. Older persons, a pop-
ulation group with high rates of disability due to
chronic conditions, are concentrated in the
lower income groups. For example, closer in-
spection of the age-specific rates of disability
days (tables 8 and 10) shows that restricted ac-
tivity and bed disability do not consistently
drop with increasing income among the younger
age groups, especially among children under 15
years. However, the age-specific rates do confirm
that among most age categories of adults, per-
sons in the lowest income group generally had
the highest rate of disability. This seems to indi-
cate that factors other than age contribute to
increased disability in persons of Iow socio-
economic status. Adjusting the data to the age-
sex distribution of the total population does
Iittle to modify the rates (tabIe G). Generally,
the rates decrease at the lower end of the eco-
nomic scale and increase at the upper end, thus
indicating that age distributions within the in-
come groupings do explain the inverse relation-
ship between rates of disability days and family
income.
The pattern of average time lost from schooI
for children 6-16 years of age was not as consist-
ent as that of other types of disability days with
respect to famiIy income, although children in
families with incomes of less than .$7,000 did
have a higher average rate of schooI 10SS than
chiIdren in families with incomes over $7,000
(table 12)–a rate of 6.0 school-loss days per
child in the smaller income category compared
to 5.3 school-loss days per child in the larger
income group.
Table G. Unadjusted and age-saxadjusted rates ~r parson per year of restricted activity, bad disability, and work loss, by family in-
come: United States, 1971
Family income
Type of disability





$9,989 $14,98B or more
Restricted activitv
Unadjusted, ................................
Age-sax adjusted . .................... ..
Bed disability
Unadjusted ....... ..........................
Age-sex adjusted . ......................
Work 10ss2
Unadjusted .................................







Days of disability par parson per year
20.7 15.3 12.8 11.8
19.1 1!5.4 13.5 12.6
8.4 5.7 5.0 4.6
7,7 5.8 5.3 4.9
6.6 5.7 5.0 4.5







lAdju~ted tO the age distribution of the civilian, noninstitutionallzed population of ttre United States, 1971.
2Rates are for the currently employed population 17 years and over and are age-sex adjusted to the age distribution Of the Civilian,
nonlnstitutionalized currently employed population 17 years and over of the United States, 1971.
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Color, Sex, and Age
Generally, the white population had fewer
restricted-activity and bed-disability days per
person than did all other persons (tables 13-14
and table H). This racial difference was true for
both males and females; however, it was not true
for all age groups. White children under 15 years
of age averaged more restricted activity and bed
disability than did all other children.
Within the currently employed population,
the rate of work-loss days was higher for blacks
and others than for white persons (table 15).
The only group for which this was not so was
the workers 17-24 years old, among whom there
was no racial difference in time lost from work.
White males 6-16 years of age averaged more
time lost from school than did other males.
Table H. Days of disability per person per year, by color, type of




Both sexes .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. . . .... .. .. .... .. .
Male .... ...... .. .. .. .. . .. .... . .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. .
Female ..... .. . ... ... .. .. ... .. .... . ... .... .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ..
Bed disability
Both sexes . .. .... .. .. .... .. . .... ... .. .. .. .. .... ..
Male .. .. . ..... .. ..... . .. . ... .. .. .... .. .. ... ... .. .... . . .. .. .. .. .
Female .... . .. .. .... . ... .. .... .. ... .. . .... .. .. .... .. . .... . ... .
Work IOSS1
Both sexes .. .. .... .. . .... . .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .
Male .. .. ... .. .. .. .... .. ... ... .. .. .... . . .... .. ... .... . .. .... .. ..
Female ..... .. .. ... .. .. .... . ... .... . .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . ..
School iOSS2
Both sexes., ..... . .. .... .. . ..... . ... .... .. . ... .. .
Male ... ... ... .. .. .... .. . .... . .. ..... . .. .... . ... ... . .. .. ... .. . ..
Femaie .... . ... ... ... ..... . . ..... .. .. .... ... .... . .... ... . .. ...
Days of disability

























lcurrent}y employed persons 17 years and over.
2pers0ns 6.16 years.
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Table J. Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted rates per parson per
year of restricted activity, bed disability, and work loss, by




(unadjusted and adjusted) other
Restricted activity
Una~usted ... .... .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ... . ... ... ... . ..
Age-sex adjusted . .. .. .. ... ... . .... .. . ... .... .... .. .. ..
Bed disability
Unadjusted ... .. .... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. .... .. ..... . .. .... .. ..
Age-sax adjusted . . .... .. .. ... . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ...... . .
Work 10ss2
Unadjusted ... .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ..... . .... .. ... . .... ..
Age-sex adjusted .. . . .... .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .
Days of disability
]er person per year
15.4 18.0
15.2 20.8
15.9 7.65.9 8.84.8 7.54.8 7.6——
lAdjusted to the age distribution of the civilian, nOninstitu-
tionalized population of the United States, 1971.
*Rates are for the currently em~loyed population 17 YearS
and over and are age-sex adjusted to the age distribution of the
civilian, noninstitutional lzed currently employed population 17
years and over of the United states, 1971.
Among females, there was no difference in
school-loss by color (table 16).
The composition of the black and other pop-
tiation, when compared with the white popula-
tion, is generally younger in age. Table J shows
the effect of age-sex adjustment of the data.
This adjustment increased the rates of restricted
activity and bed disability for persons other than
white and had little effect on those rates for
white persons.
Usual Activityr Sex, and Age
Usual activity status is defined in terms of
what the respondent was doing the majont y of
the time during the 12 months preceding the
interview. Persons 17 years and over were asked
if they were working or doing something else.
Females in this age group were also asked if they
kept house. Each person 45 years and over re-
porting “something else” was asked if he was
retired. Each person 17 years and over not classi-
fied as working, keeping house, going to school,
or retired was classified as having other activity.
..— — ———— -.—- ——. —-— ——— ——— ——- ——— ——— — ——— -—— ——— —— —--
23a. What was -- doing most of the post 12 months - (For males): working or doing something llse?
If “something else, ” uk: (For females): keeping house, working, or doing ~3. 1 ~ Uvrk,n, (28JJ
Ages b. What W., -- doing? something llse? 24.
17+
2 c1 Xcepins how c (28b)
[f 4.5+ ycrus and was not “u,orking,” “keeping house, ” or ‘<going to school, ” ask: 3 ~ Rccircd, hczlrh (27J
c. Is -- retired?
d. If “Rccired,” osk: Did he retire because of his health?
4 cl Rctmcd, other f27J
---------- . --------------------------------------------------------- ~ -----------------------
5 L~ Going I., schd( so)
24.. What was -- doing most of the past 12 months- going to school or doing something else?
If “something else, ” at.k:
..wmrh,ng C1.C (.27)EU17+.
6A% b. What was -- doing? 7 Iz 6-IL. xmcthznb ?1.. (2Y1
--------- . ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- . .. ----------------------
.4ges n ~ 1-% }r,. (25)
undcc 6 0 q Udcr 1 (M)
Figure 3. Questionnaire items relating to usual activitv.
All children 6-16 years of age, regardless of the status may have been affected by activity restnc-
reported activity, were classified as school age tions due to iIIness or injury.
and all children under 6 years of age were classi- The largest numbers of person days of re-
fied as preschool. The questions used to classify stricted activity and bed disability were reported
the population according to usual activity status by the population classified as doing other activ-
are shown in figure 3. A person’s usual activity ity (tables 17,18, and K). Contained in this
Table K. Days of disability per person per year, by sax and usual activity: United States, 1971
Usual activity
All activities .... . .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ....
Preschool (under 6 years) .. .. . .... .. . ..... ... ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .. ..
School-age (6-1 6 years) . .. .... .. . ... .. .. ... .. ... .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .
Going to school (17 years and over) .. .. . .... . . .. ... . .. . ... . .. .
Usually working (17 years and over) . .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .... . . .
Usually keeping house (17 years and over) .. .. ... .. .. ... . ..
Retired (45 years and over) .... .. .... .. . ... ... . .. .. .. .. .... . . .... ..
Other activityl (17 years and over) . . .... . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .
All activitks ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .... .. . .... ... .... .. .. .... .. . ...
Preschool (under 6 years) . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ... . .... .. . .
School-age (8-1 6 years) . .. ... ... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. . . .... .. .
Going to school (17 years and over) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... . . ... .. .
Usually working (17 yews lnd over) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . .. .... .
Usually keeping house (17 years and over) . .. .. ..... . .. ....
Retired (45 years and over) . .. .. ..... . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .
Other activity (17 years and mer)l .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Both sexes Male Female
Days of restricted activity per pbrson per year












































I Days lost from work par currently employed preorr par year
All activities {17 years lnd oar) . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. 5.1 4.9 5.5
usually wkm5 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ...... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. . 5.2 4.8 5.9
Usually k-ping W* .. .. .... .. .. .. .. . .... . .... .. .. . .... .. .... . . .... 4.1 4.1




Includes retlredr going to school, and unknown activity.
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group are long-term convalescents who would
not be classified in the more specific categories
of usual activity. These persons are probably the
major contributors to the higher rate of disabil-
ity experienced by this activity group. Retired
persons had the next highest rate of disability.
Persons 17 years and over going to school were
the least likely to report restricted activity or
bed disability. Approximately 93.5 percent of
this group are 17-24 years of age.
Generally, the rates of bed disability in-
creased with age among the working population
and females keeping house. Although there is
little difference in reported restricted activity by
age among the working population, females
keeping house generally had more restricted ac-
tivity as age increased. Retired persons were
more likely to have restricted activity and bed
disability among the younger age range (45-64
years) for this activity group (table L). This age
group includes those persons who were forced to
retire for health reasons at an early age. The
older retirees include those persons who retired
for reasons other than illness.
Table L. Days of disability per retired person 45 years and over
per year, by age and reason for retirement: United States, 1971
I
Age
Reason for I I 1
retirement Al I ages
45 years 45-84 65-74 75 years
and over years years and over
# 1 L I
Days of restricted activity
per person per year
Al I reti rernents...
Retirad for health .. ..
Retired for other
reasons .. .. .. ... . ..... w
Days of bed disability
per person per year
All retirements... 17.0 I 25.0 I 11.3 20.0
I I
Retired for health . .. . 35.1 37.2 27.3 45.2
Retired for other
reasons ... .. .... .. .. .. 8.3 l 5.5 13.5
Generally, there is little difference between
males and females in the pattern of restricted
activity and bed disability by usual activity sta-
tus and age.
Males classified as usually working had less
current work-loss than did usually working fe-
males. However, males classified as other activity
than usually working had more days of work-
Ioss than did females reporting other activity sta-
tus than usually working or keeping house.
Females whose usual activity was keeping house
but who also were currently employed had
fewer work-loss days than dld females working
the majority of the preceding year.
Employment Status, Sex, and Age
The labor force included all persons 17 years
of age and over who worked at or had a job or
business, were looking for work, or were on lay-
off from work during the 2-week penod[ prior to
the week of interview. Currently employed per-
sons were those persons who either worked at or
had a job or business during the 2-week refer-
ence period. Unemployed persons were those in
the labor force who did not work, had Ino job or
business but were looking for work, or persons
with a job but on layoff or looking for work.
Among persons in the labor force, the num-
ber of days per person per year of restricted
activity and bed disability was substantially
greater for currently unemployed persons thzm
for currently employed persons (tables 20 and
21). The differential in rates was evident among
all age-sex groups but was especially prcmounced
in the groups over 25 years of age. The differ-
ence was also more pronounced for males than
for females.
The greater number of disability days among
unempIo yed persons suggests that ilhmss or in-
jury may have been a factor in causing or pro-
longing unemployment. It is also possible that
some persons who were classified as unemployed
were not able to work even though they had
reported that they were looking for a job. The
inclusion of such persons, with their high rate of
dkabiKty days, would increase the differential




Industry, Occupation, Sex, and Age
The industry in which a person was report-
edly working was classified by the major activity
of the establishment in which he worked, while
occupation is defined as the principal job or
business the person had in that industry. Occu-
pation in the Health Interview Survey refers to
the job a person held during the 2-week period
prior to interview. H the person had more than
one job, the job he spent the majority of his
time doing was considered as his occupation.
Among the industrial classifications shown
in table 22, persons currently engaged in mining
had the Iargest number of restricted activity
days per person, while persons currently engaged
in finance, insurance, and real estate had the
fewest. Mining employees also reported the larg-
est number of bed days, and employees of the
agricultural industry had fewer bed days than
had employees of other industries. Both the agri-
lNOUSTRY
CLASSIFICATION
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Figure 4. Number of work-loss days per currently employed par-
son 17 years of age and over per year, by industry classification.
cultural industry and the finance, insurance, and
real estate industries had fewer work-loss days
reported by their employees than did persons
employed by other industries (figure 4). Again,
mining employees had the largest number of
work-loss days.
Although males constitute 62.2 percent of
the currentIy employed population 17 years and
over, they had 56.7 percent of the restricted-
activity days, 53.5 percent of the bed days, and
59.6 percent of the work-loss days among tie
currently employed population. Generally, fe-
males had higher rates of dkability days than did
males regardless of industry.
Generally, the rate of work-loss days in-
creased with age for employees in each industrial
classification shown in table 23.
Among the occupation categories shown in
table 24, persons employed as private household
workers had the largest number of restricted-
activity days per person, while managers and
administrators who were not engaged in farm
work had the fewest. Private household workers
also reported more bed days, while farmers and
farm managers had the fewest. Farmers and farm
managers also had the fewest work-loss days,
while operatives (except transport) had the larg-
est number of work-loss days (figure 5).
Regardless of occupation, currently em-
ployed females had more days of disability than
did currently empIoyed maIes. Although the rate
of work-loss increased with age among currently
employed persons, there is no consistent pattern
of increasing work-loss with age among the indi-
vidual occupation groups (table 25). The lack of
any pattern is probably indicative of the varying
degree of work difficulty among the occupation
groups.
Days of disability and disability rates for
each occupation for which data are available ac-
cording to industrial classification are shown in
table 26. Blue-collar workers (persons generally
classified as craftsmen, operati} es, and laborers
other than farm or mine) generaI1y had more
disability days than other persons in the same
industrial classification. For example, laborers
engaged in manufacturing had more disability
days than did other persons in this industrial
classification.
11
Figure 5. Number of work-loss days per currently employed per-
son 17 years of age and over per year, by occupation classifi-
cation.
COMPARISON WITH DATA FOR
EARLIER YEARS
Table M presents data on restricted activity
and bed disability for two previous years from
the Health Interview Survey compared with
rates for 1971. These earlier data are published
in Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, Num-
bers 47 and 67. There has been no substantial
change in rates of restricted activity for the total
civilian, noninstitutionalized population. Chil-
dren under 5 years of age have had an increase
of 2 days since July 1965-June 1966, while per-
sons 65-74 years of age show a decrease of 2
days. Persons living on farms have had a.substan-
tial decrease. An increase in restricted activity is
also noted for residents of the Northeast Region.
Persons in each of the family income categories
below $10,000 show an increase, the lowest in-
c o me category population experiencing the
greatest increase. The rates of restricted activity
were fairly constant over the three time periods
for the white population; however, other per-
sons had an increase of 3 days of activity
restrictions.
Days of bed disability were fairly constant
during the three time periods with the exception
of persons in family groups of less than $5,000
annual income and persons other tham white.
Both of these groups had a substantial increase
in bed disability.
Rates of school-loss, shown in table N, were
about the same for the three time periods with
the exception of four groups. Children living
outside metropolitan areas regardless of whether
in farm or nonfarm residence had more school-
IOSSthan in July 1965-June 1966. Children liv-
ing in the Northeast Region and children in fam-
ili es with $3,000-$4,999 experienced more
school loss during the elapse of time.
Work-loss data for 1968 were presented sep-
arately from restricted activity and bed disabil-
ity; these data are presented in Vital and Health
Statistics Series 10, Number 71. Comparison of
work loss among the currently employed p opu-
lation for July 1965-June 1966, 1968, and 1971
are shown in table O. Time lost from work has
decreased in the past 5 years for the total current-
ly working population. This decrease is noted in
all age groups with the exception of 17-24 years,
among’ males, among persons living outside met-
rop olitan areas, among all geographic regions ex-
cept the Northeast, among all income groups ex-
cept less than $3,000, and among white persons.
Persons in the lowest income group and persons
other than white reported more work loss in
1971 than in the earliest period.
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Table M. Days of restricted activity and bed disability per person per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July 1965-June
Selected characteristic
Total . ... . . ... .. .. . ... ... .. ... . .. .
Age
—
Under 5 years, .. .. .. .. .... .. .... . .. .... . .
5-14 years . ... .. .... .. .. .. ... . ... ... . ... ..
15-24 years .. .. .... ... ..... . .... .. . .. .. ..
25-44 years ... .. .... . . .. ... ... . .. .. . . ....
45-64 years . . .. . .... ... . .... . . .... ... . .. .
65-74 years .. .. .. .... ... . .... . . ..... . ... .
75 years and over ... . .. . .... . . ..... . .. ..
Male . . ... ..... . ... ... .. .. ..... . . ... .. .. .... .. ..




Nonfarm ..... ... . .. ... .. .... . .. .. .. .. ..
Farm ... ... . .... .. .. ..... . . .. ... . .... .. ..
Geographic region
Northeast ... .. .... . ..... . .... . .. . .... . .. ....
North Central .. . ..... . ... .. .. . ..... . . .... .
South ... .. . .. . ..... . . ..... . ... .. ... . .... . .. ...
West .. . ... .. ... . .... . ... .... .. . ..... . ... .. . ... .
Family income
Less than $3,000 . .. . ... .. .. ..... ... ... ..
$3,000- $4,889 ................... .......
$5,000- $6,999 ...... ....................
$7,000- $9,999 ..........................
$10,000 or more . ..... . .. ... . .... .. .. . ...
Color
White .. .. .. ...... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... .. .. ..
All other .. . .... . ... . .. ... . .... .. .... .. .. ... ..
1966, 1968, 1971
Restricted activity Bed disability
.!uIY 1965- .tuty 1965-


















































































































































1 Includes unknown income.
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Table N. Days lost from school per school-age child (6-16 years)
per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July 1965-
June 1966, 1968, 1971
Selected
characteristic
Total . .. .. .. ..... .. .. ...
&’)J
Male . .. .. .. ... . .... .. .. .... .. ..
Female .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .
Place of residence
SMSA .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm ..... .. .. .... ..
Farm ... .. .... .. .. ..... . ..
Geographic region
Northeast ... .. .. .... .. .. .. ..
North Central .... .. .. .... .
South . .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ..
West .. .. ... ... .. ... .. .... ... ...
Familv income
Less than $3,000 . .. .....
$3,000 -$4,889 . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000- $6.999 . . . . . . . . . .
$7,000 -$9,999 .. . . . .. . . .
$10,000 or more . .... .. .
Color
White .. .. .... .. . . ..... ... .. ....


























































Table O. Days lost from work percurrently employed person 17
years and over per year, by selected characteristics: United
States, July 1965-June 1966, 1968, 1971
Selected
characteristic
Total . ... .... .. .. .... .. .
Age
—
17-24 years ... .. .. ...... .
25-44 years ... .. . . ...... .
45-64 years .. .... .. .. .. ..
65 years and over . . .. ...
Sex
—
Male ... . ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... ..




Nonfarm .. .. .. .. .. ... ..
Farm..., .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .
Geographic region
Northeast .. .. .. ..... .. . .....
North Central ... .... ......
South .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . ..... .
West .. .. .... .. .. . ... .. .. ..... ..
Family income
Less than $3,000 .. .. .. ..
$3,000 -$4,999 .. . . . . . . .
$5,000 -$6,999 .. . . . . . . .
$7,000-$9,999.........
$10,000 or more .. ....
Color
White ... ... .. .... .. .. .... ... . ..







































































1 Includes unknown income.
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Current Estimates from the Health Interview
Survey, United States, July 1963-June 1964
Current Estimates from the Health Interview
Survey, United States, July 1964june .1965
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Survey, United States, July 1965-June 1966
Current Estimates from the Health Interview
Survey, United States, July 1966-June 1967
Current Estimates from the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1967
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Survey, United States, 1968
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Survey, United States, 1969
Current Estimates from the Health Interview
%rvey, United States, 1970
79 Current Estimates from the Health Interview
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Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 196 l-June
1962
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1962-June
1963
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, JuIy 1963-June
1964
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1964-June
1965
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1965-June
1966
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Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1967-June
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Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1968flune
1969
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1969-June
1970
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1970-June
1971
Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 197 l-June
1972
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Table 1. Days of restricted activity, by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and +ge:
United States, 1971
[Data are based on household intemiew. of the .ivili.n. nonins~ltuti~alized PoPnl~ciOn. The su-eY desiw General qualification. and in fo~atioa





















































place of residence Geographic region
Outside SMSA
SMSA North- Northeast Central South West
Nonfarm Farm









































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58, code A4BW.
A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page57 .
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Table 2. Days of restricted activityper person per year, by place of residence,geographicre-
gion, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifiCatiOU, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111
IIPlace of residence I Geographicregion
All
areas Outside SMSA
SMSA North- Northeast Central South West
Nonfarm Farm
J
Days of restricted activityper person per year
Sex and age
Both sexes .




















































































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard zrrors of estimatesfor this table are found on chart on page58, code
A4BW and A4AN for denominate. A guide to the use of the relative standarderror charts is on
page 57.
Table 3. Days of bed disability,by place of residence,geographicregion, sex, and age:
United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, ncminstitut i.nalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and i,nformatim




























75 years and over-----








































































































































































































NOTE: Relative standarderrors of estimatesfor this table are found on chart on page58 , code
A4BW. A guide to the use of the relative standarderror charts is on page 57..
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Table 4. Days of bed disability per person per year, by place
sex, and age: United States, 1971
of residences geographic region,
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and information
o“ the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]




SMSA North- Northeast Central South West
Nonfarm’ Farm
Sex and age
Days of bed disability per person per yearBoth sexes




















































































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58 , code
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on
page 57.
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Table 5. Days lost from work and days lost from work per currently employed person per year, by place
of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1971,
[Data are based on household interviewsof the civilian, n.nin. titutim.li.ed P.p.lation. Th. survey design, general qualification, and i“fom,icion
m the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of Cerm are given in appendix II]
Sex and age
—




east Central South West
Nonfarm Farm
Days lost from work in thousandsBoth sexes
All ages 17 years and





65 years and over ---------------
Male




























































65 years and over ---------------
Female






























































Days lost from work per currently employed person per yearBoth sexes
All ages 17 years and








































































65 years and over ---------------
Female



































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58 , code A4BW
and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 6. Days lost from schooland days lost from school per school-age child per year,
by place of residence, geographic region, and sex: United States, 1$)71
[Data are based on household interviews of the ~IviLfan, ~on~n,titut~on~tz,d ~opuIation. TIIe SUI.WY design, general qualification, and information
























school-age child per year
6.7] 5.01 4.8 I 6.2
5.9 4.7 4.7 6.0
7.4 5.3 4.9 6.4
NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
page 58 , code A4BW and ALAN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative stand-
ard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 7. Days of restrictedactivity,by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interview of the civilian, noninstltutionalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and information




























75 years and over----------
lIn~l~des~kno~ income.
Family income
Al1 L=~O;an $3,000- $5,000- $7,000-
$
10,000- $15,000
incomesl $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 14,000 or more









































































































































































NOTE: Relative standarderrors of estimateafor this table are found on chart on page 58, code
A4BW. A guide to the use of the relative standarderror charts is on page 57.
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Table 8. Days of restricted activity per person per year, by family intone, sex, and age:
United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitucionalized ‘population. The survey design, general qualification, and information










75 years and over-----------
Male
All ages----------------






75 years and over-----------
Female
All ages ----------------

















































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58 , code
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on
page 57.
Table 9. Days of bed disability,by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on ho..ehold i.cerviews of che civilian, n.ninscicuciomalized P.P.l.CiOn. The s.w.Y d..fgn, g.ne..l W.lifi..tion, and information




























75 years and over----------
1
Includesunknown income.











































































































































































NOTE: Relative standarderrors of estimatesfor this table are found on chart on page5B , code
A4BW. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
.
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Table 10. Days of bed disability per person per year, by family income, sex, and age:
United States, 1971
[Data a.: based m household interviews of the civilian , noninstitutional.ized population. The survey design, generai qualification, and infO~tim
on the reliability of tbe estfmates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Family income
Sex and age
All Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000






Under 5 years-------------- ; 5.0
5-14 years----------------- ; 4.8
15-24 years---------------- ; 4.4
25-44 years---------------- ~ 4.9
45-64 years----------------! 7.4
65-74 years---------------- ; 10.1
75 years and over---------- i 18.5
Male I
All ages---------------- 5.4
Days of bed disability per pzrson per year







































































75 years and over---------- 17.9
Female !
All ages---------------- 6.8




45.64 years ---------------- 8.0
65-74 years---------------- 10.9












































































NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on age58
code A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A zuide to the use of the relative standard error cl%. i;
on page 57.
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Table 11. Days lost from work and days lost from work per currently employed person per year, by family
income, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interview of the CLvili.., nonlnstitutionali.ed POP.1.tiOn. The survey design, gen.ral qualification, and information
m the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Family income
All Less - $5,000- $7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000
incomesl ~:fio $:% $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Sex and age
Days lost from work in thousandsBoth sexes




65 years and over ---------------------
M&e




65 years and over ---------------------
Female




65 years and over ---------------------
Both sexes




65 years and over ---------------------
M&




65 years and over---------------------
Female




65 years and over ---------------------










































































































































































NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58 , code A4BW
and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 12. Days lost from school and days lost from school per school-age child per year,
by family income and sex: United States, 1971
[Data are based ~ hOusehOld inte~iews .f the civilian, nonfnstitutiondi.ed p.p.lacion. The SUIWW desiw, 8eneral qualification. and information





















NOTE : Relative standard
page 58, code A4BW and A4AN
ard error charts is on page
$7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000
$9,999 $14,999 or more





726,790 30,77612,257 15,47914,533 15,297
Im school per school-age child per year
6.2 I 6.7 I 5*4 I 5.61 5.6 I 4.6







errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative stand-
57.
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Table 13. Days of restricted activity and days of restricted activity per person per
year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian , noninstitut ionalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and information































































































































































































Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
code A4Bw and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative
error charts is on page57.
Table 14. Days of bed disability and days of bed disability per person per year, by
color, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and infOmatiOU
on the reliability of the estf.mates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given i“ appendix 11]
Sex and age White I AllotherTotal
Days of bed dis-
ability per person
per year










































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
page 58, code A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative stand-
ard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 15. Days lost from work and days lost from work per currently employed person
per year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based cm household interviews of the civilian
, nc.ninstittitionalized population. The survey desiw, general qualification, and information











65 years and over-------------------
Male




65 years and over-------------------
Female




65 years and over-------------------
Total White All
other

































































































NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
page58 , code A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative stand-
&-~ error charts is on page 57.
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Table 16. Days lost from schoolaml days lost from school per school-age child per year,
by color and sex: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized pOPUlatfm. The .urvey design, general qualification, and information
m the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of term are Siven in appendix II]
Sex
Both sexes 6-16 years-------------
Male-- ------s. ----------.-.-=. .-=------
Female -------- .--------...--s. ---------
Both sexes 6-16 years-------------
Male --------........................---
Female ---------------------------------
Total White All other




Days lost from school per school-age child
per year
~
NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
page 58 , code A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the use of the relative stand-
ard error charts is on page 57 .
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Table 17. Days of restricted activity and daysof restricted activity per person per year, by sex,
usual activity, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based cm hotisehold incervlews of che civilian, ncminstituctonalized population. The survey design, general WalifiCatiOn, and information
m the reliability of che estimates are given in appendix I. De fi”iticms of terms are given in appendix II]
Usual activity and age Both





Davs of restricted activitv in
thousands
.
1,785,195 15.7 14.2 17.0All activities-------------------- 3,175,594 ,,390,399


























































Going to school (17 years and
over)--------.................-..-- 96,715










75 years and over----------------------
















































Retired (45 years and over)--------- 342,157
45-64 years----------------------------
65-74 years----------------------------


















































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58, code
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A mide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on
page 57.
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Table 18. Days of bed disability and days of bed disability per pexaon per year, by sex, usual
activity, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, n.ninstitutionalized population. The survey design, 8eneral qualification, and i. formti.n
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Usual activity and age
All activities-------------------------
Preschool (under 6 years)----------------
School-age (6-16 years)------------------
Going to school (17 years and over)------





75 years and over----------------------------
Usually keepiug house(17 years Andover)--
17-24 years----------------------------------
25-44 years----------------------------------
45-64 years ----------------------------- -----
65-74 years----------------------------------
75 years and over----------------------------
Retired (45 years and over)--------------
45-64 years----------------------------------
65-74 years----------------------------------
75 years and over----------------------------





75 years and over----------------------------
w





















































































NOTE: Relative standard errors
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A
page 57.
of estimates for this table are found on chart on






























Table 19. Days lost from work and days lost from work per currently employed person
per year, by sex, usual activity, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, nOninstitutiOnalized Population. The survey design, general qualification, a“d information
on che reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Usual activity and age
All activities (17 years and
over)---------------------------





65 years and over------=---------------





65 years and over----------------------




65 years and over----------------------







































































































lIncludes retired, going to school, and unknown activity.
NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on
page58 , code A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the useof the relative standard
error charts is on page57 .
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Table 20. Days of restricted activity and days of restricted activity per person in the labor
force per year, by current employment status, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household intemiews of the civilian, noninstitutfonalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and infomtion











65 years and over----------
~





65 years and over----------
Female














































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58, code
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. A guide to the me of the relative standard error ch=t~ is on
page 57.
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Table 21. Days of bed disability and days of bed disabili-typer person in the labor force per
year, by current employment status, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninscitutimalized D.opulati.on.The survey design, general qualification, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Sex and age
‘Both sexes





65 years and over----------
Male





65 years and over----------
Female





65 years and over----------
Currently
unemployed































































































NOTE : Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on pa e 58, code
A4BW and A4AN for denominator. iA wide to the use of the relative standard error c arts is on
page 57.
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Table 22. Oays of disability and days of disability per currently employed person per year, by sex and industry classifications:
United States, 1971
[Dataam based on Iwuwhold interviews of th. civilian, noninscituc i,malizcd pqul.tim. TIW survey dusi~m, ~cncral q.zlificacion, and fnf.m.ti.n















































disability activity disability Work-1oss
days days days days days days days days

























































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estlnmtes for this table me fmmd on chmt on pagesa , code A&BW and A4AN for denominator.A
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on pa&e57 .
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Table 23. Days lost from work and days lost from work per currently employed person per year for both sexes and males,
by age and industry classifications: United States, 1971
[D.caare based on household intervfws of the civilian , noninst it. cimaliz.d population. The survey design, general qualification, and in f.m.ci.n







































7 years 17-24 25-44 45-64
All ages
65 years 17 years 17-24 25-44 45-64 65 years
.nd over years years years and over and over years years years and over
























































































































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors ofestimates for this table are found on chart on page 58 , code A4BW and A4AN for de-
nominator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page s7.
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Table 24. Days of disability and days of disability per currently employed person per year, b:;sex and occupation classifications:
United States, 1971
[Dataarcbasal.. h.u..h.ld inccrvicw.of the civilian, noninstic.tio.ali.cd popul.tian.11..s.rvcyd.c.lgn,,%meral q,lalification, md information





























































Both sexes Male Female
Restricted- B@d- Work-10ss Rcstricted- Bed- \gork-Lo~~ Restricted- Bed-activi’ty disability activity disability Work-1oss
days days
activity disability
days days days days days days days

















































































































































.1 10.7? $ 15.9





















































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on pagc5s , code A4BU and A4AN fordenominator.A
guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 25. Days lost from work anddays lost from work per currently employed person per year for both sexes and males, by age
and occupation classifications:i!nitedStates, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstic.tionalized population. The survey design, gemer.1 qualification, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are give” in appendix 111
Occupation classification
All occupation classifications-
promeortal, technical, and kindred
-----------------------------
Farm and farm managers ---------------
M;:y and administrators, except
--------------------------------
Clerical and kindred workers---------
Salesworkers-------------------------




Service workers, except private
household---------------------------










Clerical and kindred workers---------
Salesworkers-------------------------




Service workers, except private
household---------------------------













































































































































































































































































































NOTE: Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page58 , code A4BW and A4AN for denom-
inator. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 26. Population, days of disability, and days of disability per currently employed person per year, by industry
and occupation classifications: United States, 1971
[Dar.arcbm.d on household interviews .f ch.civilian,n.nin.cltutior.aliz.dpopulxfoa.Tl,e..rvcydesign,r,cn.r.l.?.aliflcati.n, and information




















Days of disability per currently





















T10.5 2.C10.7 l.t11.1 2.8* s14.6 5.1Agriculture ------------------- 31,21517,36910,389,?8,111 6,0412,5362,663Farm and farm managers ------------Farm laborers and farm foremen----Forestry and fisheries-------- ;k2,848Mining------------------------
























Clerical and kindred workers ------





















Clerical and kindred workers ------











































































Clerical and kindred workers ------
















Table 26. Population, days of disability, and days of disability per currently employed person per year, by industry
and occupation classifications: United States, 1971—COn.
[Dataare based on household interview. of the .1.111.. , nonin. cicutionaltzed population. Tl, e survey d.siw, general qualification, and information
.“ che r.li.bil icy of thr. e~ci..tes are given i“ appendix 1. D. finic ion. of Cerms are giv.. in appendix 11]
Industry and occupation
classifications






Clerical and kindred workers ------
Craftman and kindred workers ------
Operatives, except transport ------
Transport equipment operatides----
Laborers, except farm-------------
Service workers, except private
household ------------------------





Clerical and kindred workers ------







Clerical and kindred workers ------
Craftsman and kindred workers -----
Operatives, except transport ------
Transport equipment operatives ----
Laborers, except farm-------------
Service workers, except private
household ------------------------






Clerical and kindred workers ------
Craftsman and kindred workers -----
Laborers, except farm-------------










































activity disability work -10SS
days days days



































































































Days of disability per currently


























































































NOTES: Estimates for occupational groups which could not be shown separately because of the magnitude of the sampling
error are included in the total for the appropriate industry.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58 ,
tor.
code A4BW and A4AN for denomina -
A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 27. Populations used in obtaining rates shown in this publication for total population (including school-age) and the cur-
rently employed population, by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States. 1971
[Dataare based on household interviews of the civilian, noninscicuci.rullz.d POPU1AC1OU. The SUIWY design. generalwalfficacion, and information
or. the reliabilityof theestimatesarecivenin appe”di.1. DcfinfcionsOf termsaregivenin appendix 11]






































65 years and over-----------------------------------------
Male
—




65 years and over-----------------------------------------
Female
























































































































































































































































































































































NOTES: For official population estf.matesfor more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population
of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. .
Relative standard errors of esttiates for this table are found on chart on page 58, code A4AN. A guide to the use of the rel-
ative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 28. Populationsused in obtaining rates shown in this publication for total population (includingschool-age) and the
currently employed population, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Dataarebased on householdinterviewsof thecivilian,noni.st~c.tionali.edP.P.latf.n.Thesurveydesisn,gencr.1qualification,andinfomnati.n
on thereliabilityof theestunate$aregivenin appendix1. Definitionsof termsaregivenin appendix11]
Family income
hll in- Less $3,000- ::,m;- $7,000- $1o>ooo- $15’000
come.+ $?%0 $4*999 ~ $9,999 $14,999 .:=






































65 years and over-------------------------------------------
~




65 years aml OVeX -------------------------------------------
_




65 years and over-------------------------------------------
Population in thousands














































































































































































































































































Census reportson the civilian popula-NOTES For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the
tion of the United States in Cuqrent Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58,
relative standard error charts is on page 57.
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the
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Table 29. Populations used in obtaining rates shown in this publication for total population (including
school-age) and the currently employed population, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[D.c.arc b.sed on household int mvicws of che civilian , m“imst itut ionalfzed ~O@.t i.”. The s“rvc~ design, general q.al.ificar~on, .“d informa~fon












75 years and over--------
School-age (6-16 years )--
Male
All ages------— -----






75 years and over --------
School-age (6-16 years) --
Female
All ages-------------























































































65 years and over -------
Male





65 years and over -------
Female





65 years and over -------






























































NOTES For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the
civilian population of the United States , in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58 , code A4AN.
to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57 .
A guide
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Table 30. Populations used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by sex, usual
activity, and age: United States, 1971 ,
[Data are based on houselkd interview. of the civilian, mmirmtit”tionalized pop”lacion. The survey design, general qwlific.ation, and information
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Usual activity and age
All activities ---------.----------------------------
Preschool (under 6 years)----------------------------
School-age (6-16 years)-------- ----------------------
Going to school (17 years and over)------------------





75 years and over---------------- ----.------------------





75 years and over-------- -.-------.---------------------
Retired (45 years and over)--------- ---------..------
45-64 years--------........-----------------------------
65-74 years-------- ------------.------------------------
75 years and over-----.--------..--.-.----------.-------























































































NOTES: For official population estimates for more-general use, see U.S. Bureau of
the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on pageS7.
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Table 31. Populations used in obtaining rates shown in this publication for cur-
rently employed persons, by sex, usual activity, and age: United States, 1971
[Dataare based on household interviews of the civilian, noninst ituti.nalized populat ion. The survey design, general twali fication, and informat ion
cm the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given i“appendix II]
II 1
Usual activity and age
All activities (17 years and over)--------------------
Usually working (17 years and over)---------------------
17-24 years------------------------------------------------
25-44 years------------------------------------------------
45-64 years------- --.---------.- --------------------- ------
65 years and over------------------------------------------
Usually keeping house (17 years and over)---------------
17-24 years------------------------------------------------
25-44 years------------------------------------------------
45-64 years-------- -------------------------------- --------
65 years and over-------- ------------------------ ----------
Other activity (17 years and over) l---------------------
17-24 years-------- ................--------................
25-44 years-------------- --------------.......------- ------
45-64 years------------------------------------------------



















































lIncludes retired, school, and unknown activity.
NOTES : For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of
the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 32. Population of persons in the labor fobrceused in obtaining rates shown in
this publication, by current employment status, sex, and age: United States, 1971
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutfonalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and kformation
cm che reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of Cerms are given in appendix II]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages 17 years and over----------------
17-24 years-------------------------------------
25-44 years---------------- ---------------- .-----
45-64 years-------------------------------------
65 years and over-------------------------------
Male




65 years and over-------------------------------
Female




65 years and over----------.--------------------
Total in Currently Currently















































NOTES : For official population estimates for
the Census
more general use, see U.S. Bureau of
reports on the-civilian population of the United States in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table are found on chart on page 58,
code A4AN. A guide to the use of the relative standard error charts is on page 57.
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Table 33. Population of currently employed persons used in obtaining rates shown.in this publication for both sexes and males by
age, and for all females, by industry and occupation classifications:United States, 1971
[D.ta .re based on household inccrvi,w. of the civilian, .Cminstit.ti.n.lizcd P. Pu1.tion. The suracy design, wncral qualification, and information
m et,. r.liabiiity of the .scimate.are given in appendix 1. Dcflnitlons of term me g%v.n in appendix 111
Both sexes I Male I
Female
All ages
17-24 25-44 45-64 All qges
all ages
17 years 65 years 17 yea. 17-26 25-44 45-64 65 years 17 years
and over years years years and over end over years years years






























































































































































classifications-------- 77,407// 15,416 29,254
Professional,technical, and
kindred workers-------------
Farm and farm managers-------
Managers and administrators,
except farm-----------------































































































































NOTES: ror offici.r+lpopulation estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population
of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Relative standard errors of estimates for this table arc found on chart on page 58 , code A4&V. A guide to the useof the rel-
ative standard error charts is on page 57.
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APPENDIX I
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
Background of This Report
This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).
The Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, iI1nesses,
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics. The present
report is based on data collected in household
interviews during 1971.
The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey
General pkzn.--Thc sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampIing of the
civilian, nortinstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekly samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages as
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.
The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and rural
sectors of the United States.
The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 357 primary sampling
units (PSU’S) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’S. A ‘~SU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.
With no 10SS in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’S, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a mzw,ler that each segment
contains an expected six households. Three gen-
eral types of segments are used.
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Area segments which are defined geographically.
List segments, using’1 960 census registers as the
frame.
Permit segments, using updated Iists of building
permits issued in sample PSU’S since 1960.
Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to Iocate housing units. In
general the list frame included the Iarger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.
The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 8,000 segments containing 57,000 as-
signed households, of which 11,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the
scope of the survey. The 46,000 eligible oc-
cupied households yield a probability sample of
about 134,000 persons in 44,000 interviewed
households in a year.
Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published 2 as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample design3 and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.*
Collection of data. –Field operations for
the survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
2National Center- for Health Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. vital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Senes l-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.
3U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household-interview survey. Health
Stat& tic$. PHS Pqb. No. 584A2. Public Health Service.
Washington, D.C., July 1958.
4 Nation~ center for He~th Statistics: Esti.
rnation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.
Iects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.
Estimating procedures. –Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four







Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection.—The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).
Nonresponse adjustment.–The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.
Firs t-stage rat io adjustment. —Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’S within a region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1960
populations within six color-residence classes.
Poststratification by age-sex-color. –The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color ceIIs to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, houschold, condition, and
hospitalization).
The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
make the sample more closely representative
the civilian, noninstitutiona.lized population
by age, sex, color, and residence, wh~chathereby
reduces sampling variance.
As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
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quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.
For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.
For other types of statistics–namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons irzter-
viewed durz’ng a y ear–experience which actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview—is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
dun”ng the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.
General Qualifications
Nonresponse. –Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment which were interviewed. The
total noninterview rate, the ratio of the total
noninterviewed eligible households to the total
eligible households, was 3.6 percent, including a
l.1-percent refusal rate with the remainder pri-
marily due to the failure to find an eligible re-
spondent at home after repeated calls.
The interview process. –The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.
There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, ihe household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a posi-
tion to report this information.
Rounding of numbers. –The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rouncled to the
nearest thousand.
Population figures. -Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures diffe&
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. Official population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Reliability of Estimates
Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.
As in any survey, the results are .aIso sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures. Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports. 5-9
The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because onIy a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-
flects part of the variation which arises in the
measurement process. It does not include esti-
mates of any biases which might be in the data.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
compIete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2Y2 times as large.
The relative standard error of an estimate is
obtained by dividing the standard error of the
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report,
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a
30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the rehitive
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. In order to derive relative
errors which would be applicable to a wide vm-i-
ety of heaIth statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required. As a result, the charts
provide an estimate of the approximate relative
standard error rather than the precise error for
any specific aggregate or percentage.
Three classes of statistics for the health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating
\7ari~nces.
5National Center for Health Statistics: Reporting
of hospitalization in the Health Interview Survey. Vital
and HeaWz Statzktics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No.6.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing office, July 1965.
6 National Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000 -Series 2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, July 1965.
‘National Center for Health Statistics: Compari-
son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce-.
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.
~National Center for Health Statistics: Interview
data on chronic conditions compared with information
derived from medical records. Vital and HeaLth
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Senes 2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.
9National Center for Health Statistics: The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Stat&tics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Senes 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.
Alai-row i-ange. -This class consists of ( 1) sta-
tistics which estimate a population attribute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the
measure for a single individual during the refer-
ence period used in data collection is usually
either O or 1 or on occasion may take on the
\’alue 2 or very rarely 3.
iileclium range. -This class consists of other sta-
tistics for \vhich the measure for a singIe indi-
vidual during the reference period used in data
collection will rarelj’ lie outside the range O to 5.
Jf’idc range. –This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection can
range from O to a number in excess of 5, e.g.,
the number of days of bed disability.
In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
defined as:
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Type A. Statistics on prevalence and incidence
for which the period of reference in the
questionnaire is 12 months.
Type B. Incidence-type statistics for which the
period of reference in the questionnaire
is 2 weeks.
Type C. Statistics for which the reference pe-
riod is 6 months.
Only the charts on sampling error appli-
cable to data contained in this report are
presented.
General rules for determining relative sam-
pling errors.-The “guide” on page 57,. to-
gether with the following rules, yin enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stan-
dard errors from the charts for estimates pre-
sented in this report.
Rule 1. Estimates of ag~egates: Approximate
Rule 2.
Rule 3.
relative standard-errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob-
tained from appropriate curves on
page 58. The number of persons in
the total U.S. population or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen-
sus figures and is not subject to sam-
pling error.
Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves. For values which do not fallen
one of the curves presented in the chart,
visual interpolation will provide a satis-
factory approximation.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is a subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in the
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons with the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes all persons in the population.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-
centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the chart P4AN”-M. Rates
per 1,000, or on any other base, must
first be converted to rates per 100; then
the percentage chart will provide the
relative standard error per 100.
Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard




Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of ~~
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.
In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator andl of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
ce dure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.
Rule 5. Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,
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d =X, – .12 X2 respectively. This formula will
represent the actual standard error quite ‘
is
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorreIated character-
2 + (.Y2 1’%2)* istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
where Xl is the estimate for class 1, X2 tive standard error of each estimate
is the estimate for class 2, and VX ~ and
involved in such a difference can be de-
termined by one of the four rules
v~* are the relative errors of Xl and above, whichever is appropriate.
Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts
The code shown below identifies the ap- (1) A = aggregate, P = percentage; (2) the num-
propriate curve to be used in estimating the rela- ber of calendar quarters of data collection; (3)
tive standard error of the statistic described. The the type of statistic as described on page 56; and
four components of each code describe the sta- (4) the range of the statistic as described on






Persons in the U.S. population or in any age-sex category
thereof .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .... .. .. ... . . ... .. .. .. .. . ..... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . ..
Persons in any other population group .. .. . .... . . .... . .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .
Disability days per year .. .... . ... .. .. . ... .. .... .. .. .... . . .... . .. ... .. .. .. ... . .. .. . . .
Number of disability days:
Per person in total U.S. population or in any age-sex group
thereof . .. . ..... . ..... .... .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. ... . ... .. . .... . .. ... . ... .. ... .. ... . ..






















Relativestandard errorq for aggregates based on four quarters of &iii coUection
for data of all types end rcmges
Size of estimate (in thousands)
Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 2,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range Type A statistic (code:A4AN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,
(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of
2,000,000). For a Wide range Type B statistic (code:A4Bw), an aggregate of 6,000,000 has
a relative error of 16.0 percent or a standard error of 960,000 (16 percent of 6,000,000).
NOTE: As a result of a sample reduction during January-March 1970, the sampling error
for annual estimates should be adjusted by a factor of 1.08.
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APPENDIX
DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS
Terms Relating to Disability
Disability. -- Disability is the generaI term
used to describe any temporary or Iong-term re-
duction of a person’s activity as a result of am
acute or chronic condition.
Disability day. –Short-term disability days
are classified according to whether they are days
of restricted activity, bed days, hospital clays,
work-loss days, or schooI-loss days. ,411 hospital
days are, by definition, days of bed disability; all
days of bed disability are, by definition, days of
restricted activity. The converse form of these
statements is, of course, not true. Days lost from
work and days lost from school are special terms
which apply to the working and school-tige
populations only, but these too are days of re-
stricted zctivity. Hence “days of restricted acti\’-
ity” is the most incIusive term used to describe
disability days.
R estric L(,d-actiuity &y.-i~ day of re-
stricted activity is one on ~vhich a person cuts
down on his usual activities for the ~vhole of
that day because of an iIlness or an injury. The
term “usual activities” for any day means the
things that the person would ordinarily do on
that day. For children under schooI age, usuaI ac-
tivities depend on ~vhatever the usual pattern is
for the chiId’s day, which will in turn be af-
fected by the age of the chiId, weather condi-
tions, and so forth. For retired or eIderly per-
sons, usuaI activities might consist of almost no
activity, but cutting down on even a small
amount for as much as a day would constitute




ar~ the things the person usu~ly
days–going to church, playing
II
USED IN THIS REPORT
golf, visiting friends or relatives, or staying at
home and listening to the radio, reading, looking
at television, and so forth. Persons who have
permanently reduced their usual activities be-
cause of a chronic condition might not report
any restricted-acti~~ity days during a 2-week
period. Therefore absence of restricted-activity
da}w does not imply normal health.
Restricted activity does not impIy com-
plete inactivity, but it does impl>’ only the mini-
mum of usual activities. A special nap for an
hour after lunch does not constitute cutting
down on usuzd activities, nor does the elimina-
tion of a heavy chore such as cleaning ashes out
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a
~~rmcr or house~vife carries on only the mini-
mum of the day’s chores, however, this is a dav
of restricted uctivity.
A day spent in bed or a day home from
work or schooI becuuse of illness or injury is, of
course, a restricted-acti~!ity day.
Bed-disability da>t.–A day of bed disability
is one on \vhich a person stays in bed for aII or
most of the day because of a specific ilIness or
injuq. All or most of the day is defined as more
than half of the duylight hours. All hospital days
for inpatients are considered to be days of bed
disability even if the patient Jvas not actuaIIy in
bed at the hospital.
If’ork-loss day. – A day lost from work is a
day on which a person did not work at his job or
business for at least half of his normal workday
because of a specific illness or injury. The num-
ber of days lost from work is determined only
for persons 17 years of age and over who re-
ported that at “any time- during




worked at or had a job or business. (See “Cur-
rently employed persons” under “Demographic
Terms.”)
School-loss day.–A day lost from school is
a normal school day on which a child did not
attend school because of a specific illness or in-
jury. The number of days lost from school is
determined only for children 6-16 years of age.
Demographic Terms
.4ge. -The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.
Color. –The population is divided into two
color groups, “white” and “all other. ” “All
other” includes Negro, American Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. h;lexican per-
sons are included with “white” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.
Income of family or of unrelated
individuals. k,ach member of a family is classi-
fied according to the tntal income of the family
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.
The income recorded is the total of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.
Usual activity. --All persons in the popul~-
tion are clmsified ticcoz-ding to their usual activ-
ity during the 12-month period prior to the
week of interview. The “usual’> activity, in case
more than one is rcpoz-ted,’ is the one .~t which
the person spent the most time during the
12-month period. Children under 6 }’cars of agc
are classified as “preschool.” All pcrsbns aged
6-16 years w-e classified as “schm)l age. ”
The categories flf LISLLJI acti~rity used in
this report for persons aged 17 >rcars und over
are Usllall}, Workinty, usually going to J(’hoo[,”
usuall)’ kccpirlcq hot[~(’, r~’tir~d, ;Lncl ()[h~’r ac’tilJ-
ity. For several rc:lsons these cztcgorics ,ire not
comparable with somewhat similarly named cat-
egories in official Federal labor force statistics.
First, the responses concerning usual activity are
accepted without detailed questioning since the
objective of the question is not to estimate the
numbers of persons in labor force categories but
to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures represent the usual activity sta-
tus over the period of an entire yea-, whereas
official labor force statistics relate to a much
shorter period, usually 1 week. Third, the mini-
mum age for usually working persons is 17 in
the Health Interview Survey, and the official la-
bor force categories include all persons aged 14
or older. Finallyj in the definitions of specific
categories which follow, certain marginal groups
are classified differently to simplify procedures.
Usual[>) U]orkin(g includes persons 17 years of age
or older who are paid employees; self-employed
in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or
farm. Work around the house or volunteer or un-
paid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.
Usually going to school includes persons 17
years of age or older whose major activity is
going to school.
Usually keeping house includes fem~e persons
17 years of age or older whose major activity is
described as “keeping house” and who cannot
be classified as “working.”
Rc&ircd includes persons 45 years old and over
who consider themselves to be retired. In case of
doubt, a person 45 years of uge or older is
counted as retired if hc or she has either volun-
tarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not described :LS“keep-
ing house.>’ A retired person mtiy or may not be
able to work.
Other activity includes all persons 17 years of
agc or .oldcr not classifkd as “workinlg,” “re-
tired,” or “going to school,” and females 17
years of agc or older not classified as “keeping
I1OLZSC.”
G(’ographic region. – For the purpose of
classifying the population by geogmphic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
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regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census. are shown in
figure I.
Ri’gio n
h’orthcast . . .
North Central .
South . . . .



























Place of rcsidencc. –The place of residence
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.
Standard metropolitan statistical areas. –The def-
initions and titles of ShlSA’s are established by
the U.S. Office of hknagement and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA’S defined for the 1960 decennial
census.
The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
ShlSA’s consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’S as defined in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.
Farm and rzonfarm residence. – The population
residing outside ShISA’s is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-ShlSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside
ShISA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from \vhich sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an ShISA u’ere classified as non-
fm-m if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.
Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.
Occupation.–A person’s occupation may
be defined as his principaI job or business. For
the purposes of this survey, the principal job or
business is defined in one of the following ways.
If the person worked during the 2-week refer-
ence period of the interview, or had a job or
business, the question concerning his occupation
(or what kind of work he was doing) applies to
his job during that period. If the respondent
held more than one job, the question is directed
to the one at which he spent the most time. For
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an unemployed person, this question refers to
the last full-time civilian job he had. A person
who has a job to which he has not yet reported,
and has never had a previous job or business, is
classified as a “new worker. ”
The occupation classes presented in this re-
port and their code numbers as found in the
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries
cation Manual (SIC), U.S. Office of Management
and Budget.
Industry Classification
Agriculture .. .... .. .. ... . .. . .... .




Professional, technical, and kindred workers...
Managers and administrators, except farm ... .. ..
Salesworkers . .. .. .... .. .. . .... . ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .
Clerical and kindrad workers .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. . ..
Blue-collar workers
Craftsman and kindred workers ... . . .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ..
Operatives, except transport . .. .... .. .. .... .. . ... .. . ... .
Transport aquipment operatives . .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .
Laborers, except farm ... .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ... ..
Farms workers
Farm and farm managers ... ... .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . ... .
Farm laborers and farm foremen .... . .... .... .. .. ....
Semite workers
Service workers, except private household . .... ..
PrivaK? household workers . . .... . . .. ... ... .. ... ... . .... . .
















Industry .–The industry in which a person
was reportedly working is classified by the major
activity of the establishment in which he
worked. The only exceptions, the few establish-
ments classified according to the major activity
of the parent organization, are as follows:
1ab o r atories, warehouses, repair shops, and
storage facilities.
The industry categories presented in this re-
port are shown in figure III with the corre-
sponding codes found in the Classified Index of
Occupations and Industries, U.S. Bureau of the
Census, and the Standard Industrial Classifi-
Mining ... ... ..... . .. ... .. ... ... .. ..
Construction .. .. .... .. .. ... .. . ..
Manufacturing .... ... ... .. .. ...
Transportation and
public utilities .. .. .. .... ..
Wholesale and
retail trade . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..
Finance, insurance, and
real estate .. .. .... ... ... .. .. .
Services and
miscellaneous .. .... .. .. .. ..
Public administtldtion .. ....








507-698, E, F, G
707-718


















In labor force. –All persons 17 years and
older who worked at or had a job or business or
were looking for work or on layoff from work
during the 2-week period prior to the week of
interview are in the labor force. The labor force
consists of persons currentIy employed and
those not employed as defined below.
Currently. em@oyed.-Persons 17 years of age
and over who reported that at any time during
the 2-week period covered by the interview they
either worked at or had a job or business are
currently employed. Current employment in-
cludes paid work as an employee of someone
else; self-employment in business, farming, or
professional practice; and unpaid work in a
famiIy business or farm. Persons who were tem-
porarily absent from a job or business because of
a temporary illness, vacation, strike, or bad
weather are considered as currentIy employed if
they expected to work as soon as the particular
event causing the absence no longer existed.
Free-1ance workers are considered currently em-
ployed if they had a definite arrangement with
one employer or more to work for pay accord-
ing to a weekly or monthly schedule, either full
time or part time.
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Excluded from the currently employed popu-
lation are persons who have no definite employ-
ment schedule but work only when their services
are needed. Also excluded from the currently
employed population are (1) persons receiving
revenue from an enterprise but not participating
in its operation, (2) persons doing housework or
charity work for which they receive no pay, (3)
seasonal workers during the portion of the year
they were not working, and (4) persons who
were not working, even though having a job or
business, but were on layoff or looking for
work.
The number of currently employed persons esti-
mated from the Health Interview Survey (HIS)
will differ from the estimates prepared from the
Current Population Survey (CPS) of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census for several reasons. In ad-
dition to sampling variability they include three
primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) HIS
estimates are for persons 17 years of age and
over; CPS estimates are for persons 16 years of
age and over. (2) HIS uses a 2-week reference
period, while CPS uses a l-week reference pe-
riod. (3) HIS is a continuing survey with sepa-
rate samples taken weekly; CPS is a monthly
sample taken for the survey week which includes
the 12th of the month.
Currently unemployed.–Persons 17 years and
over who during the 2-week period prior to in-
terview did not work or had no job or business
but were looking for work and those who had a
job but were on layoff or looking for work are
considered currently unemployed.
Not in labor force. –Persons not in the
labor force are all persons under 17 years of age
and other persons who did not at any time dur-
ing the 2-week period covered by the interview
have a job or business, were not looking for
work, and were not on layoff from a job. In
general, perkons excluded from the labor force
are chiIdren under 17, retired persons, physically
handicapped persons unable to work, and house-




PROBE QUESTIONS FOR DISABILITY DAYS AND RECORDING FORM
This survey is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. I will ask ab.aut visits to
doctors”ond dentists, illness in the fami(y, and other health related items. (HAND CALENDAR)
The next few questions refer to the past 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar,
beginning Monday, (date) , and ending this past Sunday, (&te) .
Y (Sb)





b. During that 2-week period, how many days did -- stay in bed all or most of the day?
—Days Under 6 (5f)
---- _--------------------- .----- _ -- ___ ---- _ ------ _ ------ _ - . -------- ___ -----__,
--- -------- ~ __________
b.
c. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness
—WL days (Se)




d. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or i~~~_k::~==JLo_m_~c~gol? ------ -- -$_ _O:-~.N:::L5z-_-_--___
-----------------------------------















f. (NOT COUNTING the day(s) lost from work ) f.
lost from school
1 Y (5.4
Were there any (other) days during the past 2 weeks that -- cut dovm cm the things 2 N (6)







<(Agoin, not counting the day(s) ~os: & ::;~ol ) _Days (6.)9.
Ouring that period, how many (other) days did he cut down for as much as a day?




VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES
Formerly tiblic Health Service Publication No. 1000
Series I. Pro.gwams and collection pyocedu~es. — Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions,
and other material necessary for understanding the data.
Series 2. Data ewalwtion and methods Yeseavch. — Studies of new statistical methodology including: ex~eri-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.
Series 3. Analytical studies. —Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
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